The embryotoxicity of gossypol.
In utero development was analyzed in pregnancies that resulted from matings between gossypol-treated male rats and untreated female rats and in pregnancies in which gossypol was administered to the pregnant rat only. Gossypol treatment of males had no effect on the outcome of pregnancy. There was no significant effect on resorption, fetal growth, or malformation rate. Similarly, gossypol administered to pregnant dams at stages during organogenesis had no observable effect on pregnancy. Under the conditions of this experiment, gossypol administered to either the breeding male rat or the pregnant female rat had no demonstrable adverse effect on development in utero.